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The Rector’s Thoughts

It was a Thursday afternoon when the person with whom | was talking asked me where
my church was. 0913 Wilson RoadO | replied without even stopping to think. As | now
think about it, another answer occurs to me, an answer more fundamentally true.

Where is St. Albans Episcopal Church? It is:
-in the courtroom where Steven Dauvis is arguing a case
-at the Claymont Community Center where Alice Ritzinger is helping a
family with food
-in the classroom where Ruth Norman is working with students
-in her kitchen where Barb Anderson is starting to prepare a meal
-in the living room where Rick Harra is meeting with a recently bereaved
family
-even here at 913 Wilson Road where Pete Peters is changing some light
bulbs

Where is St. Albans Episcopal Church? It is wherever you are as you live your life as a disciple of
Jesus Christ. You are the body of Christ ministering in the name of Christ.

GodOs peace,
Jim+

Choir Notes All Saints/All Souls will be marked by a special Choral Evensong on
Saturday, November 1 at 7:00 PM. The St. Albans choir will be joined by friends from
surrounding parishes to offer a special service in celebration of the day.

Yes, 7:00 PM is a bit late in the evening for Choral Evensong but as it is outside our
customary worship experience we want it to be at a convenient time so that all can enjoy the beauty
and solemnity of the event.

The music will include Evening Service in C, by Charles Villiers Stanford; Preces and Responses by
William Smith of Durham; and there will be two anthems for the service, "Thou knowest, Lord, the
secrets of our hearts" by Henry Purcell and "Never weather-beaten sail" by Charles Wood. With a
couple of the wonderful and well-known hymns for All Saints/All Souls day, this will be a wonderful
way to celebrate the lives of the saints who have led us faithfully to the present.

Plan to come and join your voices together in this act of praise and prayer for All Saint/All Souls Day.
Don



Food Closet The food continues to fly off the shelves at the Food Closet. The number

of people coming to the Food Closet has more than doubled in the past eighteen months.

We always welcome contributions of canned and packaged food items. This month letOs
concentrate on: macaroni and cheese dinners, canned soups, and peanut butter & jelly. Thank for

your continued support of this project. Faithfully, Sr. Sheila Brigid

now have enough boxes for our project to prepare Ditty Boxes for distribution during
December to crews of ships arriving at the Port of Wilmington. Ditty boxes are small boxes
which contain toiletries and other items for seamen. Items contained in Ditty Boxes might include:

Q%Jé Ditty Boxes for the Seaman Center Thank you for bringing in all the shoeboxes. We

Soap Playing cards
Toothpaste Chap stick
Toothbrush Knitted hat/scarf
Comb Hand Lotion
Candy/gum Shampoo
Sewing Kit Razors

Pens/stationery Cough Drops

| will post a sign up sheet for contributions in late October. Boxes will be filled and wrapped by Mats
and Pats in mid November. Faithfully, Sr. Sheila Brigid

Congregational Gathering The next Congregational Gathering will be on October 12" at 11:30
a.m. to 1:00 p.m. We will continue the search process by looking at our financial future and
discussing the characteristics we will look for in our next Rector. Please join us B we need your input.

( Confirmation/Reception on January 25
s 3 Bishop Wright will be present at St. Albans on January 25 and will confirm those who are new to the
Episcopal Church or young people who want to confirm their baptismal vows. Those who have been
confirmed in the Roman Catholic, Eastern Orthodox, or Lutheran Churches will be received into the Episcopal
Church by the Bishop. If you are interested in taking part, please let Father Jim know so that instructional

sessions can be scheduled prior to the 25™
%/? The Grapevine Please submit your articles for the November Grapevine to the church office by
®H  October 23" at the latest. Thank you!
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OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS

William Gail 10/1 Helen Graham 10/13
Bob Wright 10/1 Coley Bye 10/20
Carmen Traxler 10/2 Bruce Stanley 10/29
Dennis Quinlan 10/13 Mary Wright 10/31
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OCTOBER ANNIVERSARIES

Kevin & Melanie Lane 10/7/89
Don & Claudia McFarland 10/12/74
Coleman& Jane Bye 10/28/61



Church Services:
Sunday, Holy Eucharist Services: Beginning Sept. 7 - 8:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.
Wed. Eucharist & Healing Service: 5:45 p.m.
Office Hours: Mon.-Wed. 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.; Thur. 9:00 to 1:00 p.m.; Fridays - Closed



