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Word from Fr. Karney  
 

When I first retired I volunteered as a Court Appointed Special Advocate.(CASA).  My responsibility was to repre-
sent children who were placed into the court system in Delaware.  It was a fulfilling job but also frustrating.  There 
was aspect of it that was most difficult.    

These children were placed in foster care.   The foster parents were trained and 
vetted so they could provide consistent and  meaningful care.   There were re-
strictions place on the foster parents which included the fact that they  could 
not ever have permanent custody of the children in their care.   Over the 
course of  time the relationship of child and foster parent usually became very 
much like a "normal" relationship.   Preparing children for school, helping with 
homework, taking them to the doctor often turned into an attachment such as 
those in "regular"  families.   However, during this time, plans were being made 
by the social workers and me for a permanent solution so either a reunion of 
the family or a permanent adoption could be effected.  When the time came for 
the child  to  be "permanently " placed both the foster parents and the children 
suffered separation anxieties. 

Well, on April first, 2009,  I sort of became your foster parent.  The church 
calls  this an interim.   Like a foster parent I knew from the beginning that we 
could never have a permanent relationship.  This did not prevent me from de-
veloping a genuine affection for you as individuals and you as a family in Christ.  I hope that at  least some of you 
had the same feelings.   But from the beginning we knew if you were to grow as 
children of God a permanent  mother/father in  God needed to be found.  The 
Reverend Margie Pumphery is now your parent and I,  your foster parent, will be 
leaving at the end of June. 
 
It has been a great experience for me.   Those actions and events that worked well, 
happened because of your  cooperation and patient tolerance.  You have a bright 
future ahead. 
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Please note:  Although Fr. Karney is not in the office daily, he is avail-
able for any pastoral need.  Please contact him at (302) 994 3659  He 
asks you please to call him whenever anyone is hospitalized. 



Vestry ReportτJohn Norman 
 

The parish secretaryôs computer is 

being replaced by one donated by 

WSFS and its operating system 

and Office software is being up-

dated. The parish now has a video 

projector for presentations and 

movies. See Bill Gail for operating 

instructions. The Vestry Hand-

book is being up dated by Vestry 

members with completion by July 

expected. Celebration of a Pente-

cost event is planned following 

May 23rd services. The Junior 

Warden is working with an alter-

nate electric supply vendor that 

may save as much as 15 to 20% on 

the parish electric utility expense. 

The Treasurer reported that the 

parish finances continue to im-

prove with income running ahead 

of our budget. 

Our new rector, The Reverend 

Margaret Pumphrey, is on target  

to start at St. Albans July 1st. She  

Vestry Committee Assignments:  
 

Senior Warden   ð       John Norman 302-478-7317  johncnorman@hotmail.com 

Junior Warden   ð       Greg Cuprak  302-762-4152  gcuprak@yahoo.com 

Finance Chairman ð     Al Barefoot  302-479-5871  as.brft01@verizon.net 

Clerk of the Vestry -    Joe Weed  302 239-7077  jdweed@comcast.net 

Worship            -        Barb Krieger  302-478-1942  krieger31@comcast.net 

Stewardship       -        Ginny Hartman 302-764-8443  ginny.hartman@yahoo.com 

              -         Karen Olmstead 302-762-5043  kaolmstead@comcast.net 

Barnabas Fund    -        Bill Gail  302 478-8511  wbgail@verizon.net 

Parish Life          -        Claudia McFarland 302-427-8465  claudiamcfarland@verizon.net 

Outreach         -          Kathy Porter  302-239-2506  mullin000@comcast.net 

                      -           Amy Harra  302 761-9198   aharra18@mac.com 

Christian Education ð   Mary Wright  302-764-9439  mgwright63@comcast.net 

Communications   -      Barb Krieger  302-478-1942  krieger31@comcast.net 

Memorials & Gifts -    Ginny Hartman 302-764-8443  ginny.hartman@yahoo.com 

 

 

will be staying with her daugh-

ter until she moves into an 

apartment in Pike Creek on July 

9th.  

The Vestry is planning welcom-

ing activities for the new rector. 

Father Karneyôs contract was 

extended by the Vestry through 

the month of June. An apprecia-

tion celebration for Fr. Karney 

and Sr. Sheila is planned for St. 

Albans Sunday, June 20th. 

The Wardens of the Brandywine 

parishes continue to meet 

monthly seeking ways coordi-

nate activities. The Vestry ap-

proved to rent space in the par-

ish for once a week time period 

to Donya Pletcherôs youth 

Dance Class. The Vestry ex-

pressed interest learning more 

about The Magnetic Church 

Conference at St. Annôs in Mid-

dletown in October. 

 

May 23rd will be last Sunday 

school class for the spring. 

June Roux has agreed to con-

tinue leading the youth church 

school for the fall. The Parish 

Life Committee is planning a 

ñHello Dollyò production at 

the parish in October and the 

return of our Spring Tea event 

in 2011. The Committee is also 

looking into opportunities for 

Day Programs for Seniors as 

well as other parish dinner and 

AROUND ST. ALBANôS 
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FOOD CLOSET 
 

Thank you for your ongoing 
support of the Food Closet at 
the Claymont Community Cen-
ter.  During the warm weather 
there is a need for lemonade, 
punch, or other summer bever-
age mixes.   There is also an 
ongoing need for dry cereals, 
canned tuna fish and peanut 
butter and jelly.  
 

 If you would like to work as a 
volunteer, please contact Doris 
Lockett at  792-2757. 
 
Deacon Sheila Brigid Sharpe, AF  
 

HOME VISITATION 
 

At this time, Fr. Karney is the 
only one making visits to the 
homebound or to those in the 
hospital.  Doris Wissler and 
Dick Edkins are at Forwood 
Manor.  Juliana Coons and 
George Wood are at home and 
Ann Poland is at Sunrise Nurs-
ing Home.  He visits those in 
the hospital when he knows of 
their stay.   

There is interest in reviving the 
group of Lay Eucharistic Visi-
tors to help with these visits.  If 
you would be interested in this 
vital and rewarding ministry, 
please contact Barb Krieger at 
krieger31@comcast.net or 
(302) 478-1942 .  We will 
schedule training and work with 
the new rector. 

IS THIS THE MINISTRY  
FOR YOU? 

 

Do you realize that the first 
person one meets at a Sunday  
service is the Usher?  This 
person can set the tone for the 
whole experience for an indi-
vidual coming to our church for 
the first time. 
 

You can help our parish by 
participating in this very mean-
ingful service by volunteering 
to be an usher.  This is also a 
convenient way to meet others 
in the congregation.  
 

Ushering duties involve arriv-
ing 15 minutes before the ser-
vice, greeting parishioners and 
newcomers, handing them ser-
vice bulletins, taking an atten-
dance count, taking up the col-
lection, and guiding the parish-
ioners to the communion rail 
for Eucharist.  Assignments 
are arranged in advance every 
3 months to meet your sched-
ule.  
 

We are in need of caring, en-
ergetic parishioners to serve 
as ushers for the 10:30 AM 
service each Sunday. To vol-
unteer for this ministry of hos-
pitality, call Jerry Harrell, 302-
764-0903, or email, jer-
harr@comcast.net. 

DAISY MEAL TRAIN  
 

St. Albanôs has a Daisy Chain for 
the purpose of tak-
ing parishioners to 
doctorôs, dentistôs 
and hospital appoint-
ments, etc.  We now 
want to establish a 
Daisy Meal Train 
with the objective of 
furnishing a dinner to parish mem-
bers who are incapacitated for one 
reason or another. 

I am trying to put together a list of 
people who could be called on to 
occasionally provide a meal for 
someone in need.  Will you volun-
teer?   

Talk to Fr. Karney, (302) 478-7778, 
or call me, Phyllis Sheehan, (302) 
762-2090. 

NEW PROJECTOR  

A big THANK YOU to Helen 

Graham and Bettye Stout who 

purchased a portable projector 

and screen for Saint Albans with 

money they raised through their 

pecan sales.  

The projector 

is available for 

church use and 

can be sched-

uled through 

Pat Lewis.  It is 

great for congregational presen-

tations, church meetings, and 

youth and Sunday school pro-

grams.  It works with Windows 

or Mac computers ð you have 

to provide the PC.  Contact Bill 

Gail if you need assistance in 

setting up.  We are blessed to 

have Helen and Bettye provide 

special gifts to Saint Albans 

through the pecan sale program 

ð BUY PECANS!!!  
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Parish life  Winery Tour  

Join the tour of Lehigh Valley 

wineries on Saturday June 5.  

Bus will depart St. Albans at 

8:30 am.  We will visit two vine-

yards ï Galen Glen Vineyards 

and Blue Mountain Vineyards 

with lunch in between the two 

vineyards.  Expect to return to 

St. Albans by 5:30 pm.  Sign up 

in the Narthex. 

 

 

 

 

June Birthdays 
 

Rick Harra   6/4 
Mary Golly   6/4 
Kathy Porter   6/8 
Carla Wegner   6/9 
Jaime Martin   6/9 
Bunny Dodge   6/13 
Dianne Coffin  6/14 
Kevin Roux   6/15 
Charles Yeagle  6/17 
Lorraine Riordan  6/18 
Thomas Peters  6/20 
Joe Lynch   6/20 
Ariel Hardy   6/22 
Juliana Coons   6/23 
Jim Wegner   6/25 
Lindsey Roux   6/25 
Pam Yeagle   6/26 
Richard Roux   6/27 
Richard Watson  6/27 
John Golly   6/29 
 

June Anniversaries 
 

Jerry and Barb Harrell         6/8/96 
Louis and Elaine Ringlé     6/9/51 
Warren and Sheila Coffin   6/15/76 
Greg and Enie Cuprak       6/20/81 

 

Canôt read The Grapevine on line? 
 

Our newsletter is published in PDF 
format.  In order to read PDF format, 
you can go to http://www.adobe-
reader.org/default.asp?aff=3 and 
download free software.  If you are 
still unable to open the file, follow the 
steps outlined below. 

 

 

 

 

To open up a FREE Gmail account: 

   Go to www.Google.com 

   At the very top of  the Google page, select Gmail    

  When the Gmail page opens up, select "Create an Account" 

  Follow the simple directions to create your Gmail account. 

 

 

If you find you are having problems with this, please call the church office 

at 478-7778 to set up an appointment with Pat who will be happy to 

help you set up your new email account.  Office hours are Monday, Tues-

day, Wednesday 9-2; Thursday 9-1." 

http://www.adobe-reader.org/default.asp?aff=3
http://www.adobe-reader.org/default.asp?aff=3
http://www.google.com/



