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  The Grapevine      
 A Newsletter of St. Albanõs Episcopal Church 

    Brandywine Hundred, Delaware 

      August 2010  

  

On Saturday, July 17, members of 

the parish gathered for a festive 

potluck dinner to welcome our new 

rector, Margie.  The cooks sur-

passed even their normal high 

standards, and a truly memorable 

feast was enjoyed by all!  There 

were many requests for recipes, 

and several were shared via our 

weekly email.  If you missed this 

even
t, d

onôt
 des

pair
...

   The Vestry 

is planning a busy schedule of pot-

lucks, some even including trave-

logues.  Stay tuned! 

  



Vestry ReportτJohn Norman 
 

The Vestry set their near term priorities: 
 

Youth 
Stewardship 
Fellowship Activities 
Worship 
Elderly 
Communications 

 

Stewardship campaign has added over $1,800 in pledges for the remainder of the year. Activities are being planned 
for a fall campaign for 2011 

 

Utility/services savings and energy conservation efforts were considered and plans for energy audit were made. 
The Vestry agreed that A/C thermostats in the Parish should be set at no lower than 72º F. 

 

tǊƻƳƻǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ {ǘΦ !ƭōŀƴǎΩ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀǘǘŜƴŘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ aŀƎƴŜǘƛŎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ōȅ !ƴŘǊŜǿ 5Φ ²ŜŜƪǎ ƻƴ hŎǘΦ м 
will be pursued. 

 

Mother Margie meetings with parish members and youth groups are being planned. 
 

Joan Hicks is leading the Claymont Community Center Food Closet activities for St. Albans. 
 

The Rev. Connie Robinson will be our supply clergy for the Sunday 8:30 and 10:30 services on July 25th and August 
1st services. 

 

Vestry agreed to John Norman showing travel videos at the coffee hour after the 10:30 service monthly beginning 
on August 15th. 

 

Plans are being made for a Celebration of New Ministry Service for Mother Margie this fall. The Bishop will attend. 
 

Parish security is under review. The office wing parking lot entrance will be kept locked on Saturdays and Sundays. 
A door bell is planned for this entrance. 

 

New Directions group will be renting rooms in the Parish again this fall and winter on Thursday evenings. 
 

Blessing of the Back Packs is planned for the 10:30 service on September 12th. 
 

Mother Margie has raised our attention to a number of Diocesan activities this fall for our participation. They are 
now listed on our church calendar. 

 

Thanks to Pete Peters for his resolution of the A/C problems in the office wing. 
 

St. Albans finances continue to be in good shape with income ahead of expenses. New forms are being imple-
mented for use with incoming payments. 

 

A recent news article was in the local paper about St. Albans. We continue looking at ways to improve our commu-
nications with the Parish and the community. 

 

Parish Life is planning potlucks each month this fall. 
 

While Mother Margie is on vacation from July 20 to August 3, John Norman, Senior Warden, (302-478-7317) will be 
taking calls for Pastoral Care needs and referring them to an available backup priest. For the period July 30 through 
August 2, while John is away Bill Gail (302-478-8511) will take these calls. 

AROUND ST. ALBANôS 
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Your help is urgently 
needed! 

 

Despite what one would think, 
summer is a most desperate 
time for those needing our help 
to put food on their tables.  Chil-
dren are now home from school 
and donôt receive the breakfast 
and lunch assistance that is 
available during the school year.  
Food that can serve as break-
fast, lunch or dinner are needed. 
 
THE CLAYMONT FOOD 
CLOSET 
The Claymont 
Food Closet 
needs peanut 
butter, jelly, ce-
real, canned veg-
gies, tuna fish, 
pancake mix and syrup. 
 

The contact person for the Food 
Closet is Joan Hicks.  Joan is 
taking the donations to Clay-
mont and works there one day a 
week. 
 
EMMANUEL DINING ROOM 
The Emmanuel Dining Room 
needs string beans, corn, fruit 
salad, spaghetti sauce and lasa-
gna noodles. 
 
We could use volunteers to help 
prepare and serve the meals, 
especially teens who need ser-
vice hours.  The next date is Au-
gust 26, meet at 9 am in St. Al-
banôs parking lot and return 
there at 2 pm.  Or, you might like 
to bake cookies each month 
(need 12-15dozen per month in 
summer).  Call Susan Barefoot 
for more information. 
 

HOME GATHERINGS 
 

Mother Margie wants to  meet 
with parishioners in small 
groups in various membersô 
homes over the next few 
months.  The Transition Team 
will be setting up those meet-
ings and will be contacting you 
to see what will be convenient. 
 
St. ALBANôS CAMERA 
 

The Vestry has purchased a 
small digital camera for use at 

e v e n t s 
and activi-
ties at 
c h u r c h .  
The cam-
era is 
ava i lable 
to mem-
bers who 

want to take pictures for his-
torical value, publicity, record-
keeping or publication in the 
newsletter.  The camera is in 
the locked counters room. 
 
LOCKED DOOR POLICY  
 

The only doors open on Sun-
days will be the doors to the 
Parish Hall and Church.  The 
Vestry has decided to keep the 
door to the wing and hallway 
locked as a measure of secu-
rity since hearing that  some-
one recently broke into St. 
Davidôs church building. 
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DAISY MEAL TRAIN  
 

St. Albanôs has a Daisy Chain 
for the pur-
pose of tak-
ing parish-
ioners to 
doctorôs, 
dentistôs 
and hospital 
a p p o i n t -
ments, etc.  
We have now established a 
Daisy Meal Train with the ob-
jective of furnishing a dinner to 
parish members who are inca-
pacitated for one reason or an-
other. 

People are called on to occa-
sionally provide a meal for 
someone in need.  If this is the 
ministry for you, talk to Phyllis 
Sheehan. 
 

COFFE HOUR NEEDS YOU! 
Coffee Hour volunteers are 

needed.  There plenty of dates 
available.  Set out a light 
snack to go with coffee or tea 
and clean up following the so-
cial timeðitôs that simple. 
There is a sign up sheet in the 
parish hall.  Choose a Sun-
dayðwe'll all be there! 



Parish life  

 

 

August Birthdays 
 

Jackie Gail   8/04 
Richard Edkins  8/05 
Richard Hartman  8/06 
Francis Mariner  8/07 
Blaine Collins   8/09 
David Yoncha  8/11 
Tommy Cloutier  8/12 
Sheila Coffin   8/13 
Beth Yoncha   8/18 
Talbot Crane   8/19 
Julia Wright   8/21 
Anne Yoncha   8/27 
C. Frank Manion  8/30 
Charles Pell   8/30 
 

August Anniversaries 
Al ad Susan Barefoot  8/1/81 
Rob and Tracey Hausel 8/3/96  
Jack and Doris Wrisht 8/4/45  
Bob and Mary Wright 8/5/89  
Jim and Diane Wegner 8/19/89 
Jim and Doris Cummings 8/20/65 
Rick and Ginny Hartmen 8/22/70 
Gary and Nancy Young 8/23/75 

Joe Weed is convalescing from a fall while visiting one of 
his children.  He is now home in Wilmington and doing well. 

Get well soon 

PAGE 4     THE GRAPEVINE  

In Sympathy 
St. Albanôs member, George Wood, passed away on Fri-
day, July 23rd.  George was a longtime member and served 
the congregation as Treasurer, Usher and Sunday School 
Leader.  Our thoughts and prayers are with his wife, Ginny 
and his family.  A funeral service was held at St. Albanôs on 
Thursday,  July 29th at 11:00 am. 

Our Parish Life Committee has 
been very busy planning events, 
entertainment and gatherings for 
the people of St. Albanôs The 
highly successful Holiday Craft 
will be held on December 4th this 
year. 
 

If anyone in the congregation 
knows of a crafter (no jewelers 
please) who may be interested in 
selling at our Holiday Fair, please 
contact Claudia McFarland, or the 
church office, 478-7778. 

 
Calling  

all  
Crafters  
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Recipes from the Welcome Bash for Mother Margie 

 

Southwestern -Style Corn & Black Bean Salad 
 

(This recipe is intended to fill a party size dish, 14-16 servings. It keeps well and leftovers are fantastic the next day!) 

2 ï 15.5 oz. cans black beans (I use store brand) rinsed 

1 ï 15.5 oz. can garbanzo beans (chick peas) rinsed 

1 ï Medium size red onion diced 

1 ï Large red bell-pepper diced 

6 - Ears fresh corn (or 1 ex. large bag of frozen corn or 2 cans of corn, drained). Use yellow/white/or mixed as available during the 

summer season. 

     Note:  if using fresh corn ï place in about 1inch of boiling water and steam/blanch for 5 minutes. 

Remove from cob when cool enough to handle) 

2 ï Ripe avocados diced 

2 ï Ripe tomatoes diced 
 

Combine all the above in a large non-reactive bowl.  Toss gently to combine ingredients. 
 

Dressing: 

3 Tbs. of olive oil 

1/3 cup fresh squeezed lime juice (I like the pulp in the juice so donôt worry about being too careful ) 

Small bunch of cilantro ïtops only - chopped (about 1/3 cup) 

Kosher Salt and fresh ground pepper to taste 

4-6 good dashes of Tabasco or Louisiana Hot Sauce 
 

Whisk the dressing ingredients together and set aside until ready to pour over the vegetables.  Gently toss the vegetables in the 

dressing and cover and refrigerate a minimum of 4 hours before serving.  (If you are using the frozen corn, this will provide a 

Southwestern Stuffed Pasta Shells  
 

Ingredients: 

12 ï 18 uncooked jumbo pasta shells 

1 medium onion  - chopped 

1 pound ground beef 

1 - 2  teaspoons chili powder depending on personal taste 

4 oz cream cheese @ room temp 

1 cup taco sauce (salsa or combination may be used) 

1 cup shredded Colby-Monterey Jack cheese 

½ cup crushed corn chips 

4 medium green onions - chopped 

½ cup sour cream 

 

Preparation: 

Cook pasta shells al dente, drain 

Cook ground beef and onions in skillet over medium heat until brown 

Stir chili powder, cream cheese and 1/3 cup of taco sauce into skillet 

Cook 2 ï 3 minutes (until cheese melts), stir occasionally ï remove from heat 

Spray baking dish with cooking spray 

Fill pasta shells with beef mixture ï about 2 tablespoons each, place in baking dish ï pour remaining taco sauce over shells 

Cover dish with foil ï bake @ 350 degrees for 20 minutes 

Remove foil, sprinkle with Colby Monterey Jack cheese and corn chips 

Bake uncovered for about 10 more minutes ï until cheese is melted 

Garnish shells with sour cream and green onions ï enjoy!!!  

javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATIOON  

 

Sunday School will begin on Sunday, September 12 at 10:30 am.   

Pecan Pie Squares 
 

Preheat oven to 350Ü.  Grease a 10İò X 15İò pan 
 

Beat until crumbly and dry: 

 3 C flour   ¾C softened butter 

 ¼  C + 2 TBSP sugar  ¾ tsp salt 
 

Press the crust evenly into the pan.  Bake approximately 20 min. until golden 

brown. 
 

Mix and pour over the baked crust: 

 4 eggs, slightly beaten  1½ C sugar 

 1½ C light or dark Karo syrup 3 TBSP butter (melted) 

 1½ tsp vanilla   2½ C pecan pieces 
 

Bake until well set, approximately 25 min.  Cool and cut into squares.  Bon appétit! 

 

Blessing of the Backpacks will also 

take place that Sunday at  the 

10:30 service.  

U|§{£¤Ĉ§ 
Bash  
for 
Youth 

The Bishop's Bash is a newer tradition in the Dio-
cese of Delaware.  It's a kickoff for the school year 
- It's an opportunity to meet other Episcopal 
youth from our Diocese, eat good food,  ask the 
Bishop anything you want to know about 
him,   dance like no one's watching,  and generally 
have a good time. 
 
This year's bash is tentatively scheduled for Sep-
tember 11, from 7-9pm at St Anne's Church in 
Middletown.   We won't be selling ticket - but we 
will be collecting   non-perishable food items at 
the door to benefit the Delaware Food Bank.  Last 
year we donated over 100lbs of food!!!  Info at dioceseofdelaware.net 

javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
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Canôt read The Grapevine on line? 
 

Our newsletter is published in PDF format.  In order to read PDF format, you 
can go to http://www.adobe-reader.org/default.asp?aff=3 and download free 
software.  If you are still unable to open the             file, 
follow the steps outlined below. 

To open up a FREE Gmail account: 

   Go to www.Google.com 

   At the very top of  the Google page, select Gmail    

  When the Gmail page opens up, select "Create an Account" 

  Follow the simple directions to create your Gmail account. 

 

If  you find you are having problems with this, please call the church office 

at 478-7778 to set up an appointment with Pat who will be happy to help you set up your 

new email account.  Office hours are Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday 9-2; Thursday 9-1." 

"Goat" Tell It on the Mountain  
 

My three-year-old son, Grant, told me he learned a new song in children's church about goats on 
the mountain when Jesus was born. I hadn't heard that one before, so I asked him to sing it. He 
began, "Goats tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere. Goats tell it on the mountain, 
that Jesus Christ is born." 

ðDebbie Harmon, Wichita, KS. Today's Christian Woman, "Heart to Heart." 

http://www.adobe-reader.org/default.asp?aff=3
http://www.google.com/


AROUND THE DIOCESE 

Ascension:   September Concert will be held 
September 25

th
 at 7:00 pm in the Parish Hall. It is 

a free concert with a free will offering. 
Visit:  www.heartofjoy.info for information on the 
band.  Retirement party for Rev Al Holland is 
Aug. 29.  Tickets are starting to sell.  If interested, 
tickets are $10.00 ea. 

Calvary:  Parish Picnic is August 29
th
 at Fox 

Point State Park.  Service starts at 10:30 am all 
are welcome.  A Fund Raiser Tea to be held on 
Saturday Oct. 9

th
.  Time: TBA.  Community Con-

cert Series kicks off on Oct 10
th
 at 2pm featuring 

the Serafin String Quartet.  Other Series dates 
are the 2

nd
 Sunday of Feb, Mar and Apr.  

  
Grace:  VBS is underway!  We all wish them a 
safe, successful and Blessed Week.  Raising 
events:  November Brown Bag Concert and in 
December 3 Brown Bag Concerts.  Volunteers 
Needed. 
    
St. Alban:   Choral Concert & Desserts, showcas-
ing the music of óHello Dollyô, November 6.  Choir 
members from all churches welcome. 

All parishes are interested in the National Acolyte 
Festival in Washington, D.C. on Oct. 8 & 9, 2010. 
More information to follow. 

The Magnetic Church: A Non -
confrontational,  

Practical Evangelism Event to 
Help  

Mainline / Legacy and Similar 
Churches  

Attract and Retain New Members 

presented by Andrew Weeks  

 

 

 

 

We at St. Albanôs have a wonderful op-

portunity for a constructive and focused 

direction for our newfound energy.  On 

Friday evening, October 1st and Saturday, 

October 2nd, Andrew Weeks, a nationally 

known and gifted lay evangelist, will pre-

sent a dynamic conference at St. Anneôs 

Episcopal Church, Middletown.   We will 

discover  ways to organize ourselves, 

reach out to our visitors, present ourselves 

to the community and  manage growth.  

The St. Albanôs Vestry encourages every- 

one who wants to see St. Albanôs prosper 

and who is willing to invest in our future 

to join them in attending this presentation. 
 

Barb Krieger is organizing our  

participation in this event.  If you  

are interested, please call or  

email her.  Registration fees are  

$35 per person ($30 if prepaid in  

groups of 4).   
 

To date, this event has  
Participants from over  

5,500 US and Canadian  
congregations   
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St. Albanõs Vestry 
encourages every-
one to participate 
in this conference 
as an investment in 
our future. 

BRANDYWINE PARISHES 
A Roundup of Activities in North Wilmington 

http://www.heartofjoy.info/

